
                            

Dear CTK family, 

So much is going on this week . . .  the announcement of the closing of two grade schools that partner with 

us on different levels, Little Flower and St Roch; the announcement of the impending closure and sale of 

Fontbonne University, our metropolitan community celebrating STL 314 Day yesterday, St Patrick’s Day on 

Sunday, and St Joseph’s Day on Tuesday, the 19th.  This Sunday we will have the formal introduction, prayer, 

and blessing of our Catechumens, Antajuan and Travis, and our Candidates, Chris, Julia, Mary and Samrat. 

CTK Grade School is presently in the process of accepting applications for next school year; it looks like it’s 

going to be a very full school.  We hope to make room for all who apply, particularly CTK and St Roch 

parishioner children, along with others who wish to be considered.   

I have been a member of the Board of Trustees at Fontbonne for the past 8 years.  This has been an 

agonizing time as the institution and the Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet have considered so many 

avenues to remain alive but the curse of increasing debt and diminishing enrollment have brought the 

university to this terminal point after more than 100 years of Catholic higher education.  Fontbonne is 

working to assist the current students to have a positive finish and as smooth a transition as possible to 

wherever they may be headed.  Washington University has agreed to purchase the campus and work with 

Fontbonne in the transition process and for that we are most appreciative. 

Poor St Joseph . . . he seems to always play second fiddle to St Patrick.  He does not have a recorded word in 

the Gospels and as if his role in the Holy Family dynamic is not enough, he barely gets attention in the 

afterglow of the Paddy’s Day festivities.  So, while you celebrate the patron saint of Ireland be sure to offer 

up a prayer of thanksgiving to St Joseph for his selfless and heroic response to protecting and providing for 

Mary and Jesus.  May we all learn the lessons of faith that Patrick’s evangelizing and Joseph’s love and 

protection offer to so many throughout the ages.  St Patrick, St Joseph, PRAY FOR US. 

Speaking of prayer, hold up our RCIA participants as they enter the home stretch of their faith journey to 

the sacraments and our faith community.  Their bios are on the back wall and are quite diverse and inspiring: 

a doctor, a lawyer, a high school student, a medical salesperson, a stockbroker and a police officer – that’s 

us, the Catholic Church!  

May Christ the King reign in our lives.  

Msgr Mike  

 

 

 

March 15, 2024 



And in Other Parish News…… 

   

➢ STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
The faculty and students of Christ the King School invite you to walk the Way of the Cross with them. 
Stations of the Cross will take place in Church on Friday, March 22 at 1:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
with the parish will take place on Good Friday, March 29 at 3:00 p.m.  This time of prayer and 
contemplation on the Passion of Christ helps faithful Christians make a spiritual pilgrimage.  Also, all are 
invited to pray the Stations of the Cross every Friday of Lent at 3:00 at St Rita Church. 
 

➢ DIAPER DRIVE -- During the weekends of March 9-10 through Sunday, March 17, the Christ the King 

Respect Life Committee and the Permanent Deacons, will be collecting diapers for infants, toddlers and 

adults as part of our second annual Baby Shower to support the Good Shepherd Home.  The Good 

Shepherd Home offers residential services and support for young mothers. Last year we collected over 

2,800 for those in need and we’d like to exceed that total this year. We would ask that you please 

consider placing the purchasing of infant, toddler or adult diapers on your shopping list and bring them 

to the church vestibule during the week or on the weekend. They will be included in our Baby Shower 

celebration on March 17th!  We ask you to pray for the success of this project and to please be as 

generous as possible. 

 

➢ Pot Luck Dinner – St. Joseph, Clayton 
Please join us for a Pot Luck Dinner, Soup and Salad, Tuesday, March 19th (Feast of Saint Joseph) from 
6:00 pm till 8:00 pm in the Parish Hall.  
Please let Karen Bencke, (314) 726-1221 parishoffice@stjosephclayton.org know that you will be 
bringing either Soup, Salad, or Desert.  We are in need of help with setting up at 5:00 pm and cleaning 
up, please contact Deacon John at johnstoverink@archstl.org. 

 
 

 

 

 

Next Christ the King Fish Fry 
Friday, March 22 — 4:30-8:00 pm 

Please invite your friends and neighbors to join this great 
community event – all are welcome! 

Reach out to Carissa Minder, Katie West or Kirk Wonio  
on how you can help. 
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Holy Week Schedule, St Joseph-Clayton 
 
Holy Thursday       Holy Saturday 
6:30pm – Mass of the Lord’s Supper     8:00pm – Easter Vigil 
(church will remain open for prayer until 10:00pm) 
         Easter Sunday 
Good Friday        8:00am & 11:00am 
noon – Stations of the Cross 
6:30pm - Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 
 
Additional Opportunities for Confession 
Saturday, March 23 10:00-11:30am 
Monday, March 25 3:30-5:00pm 
Tuesday, March 26 3:30-5:00pm 
Wednesday, March 27 3:30-5:00pm 
(Confessions on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday by appointment only) 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Mondays of Lent 

Co-Sponsored by Christ the King & St Joseph 

Msgr Mike Turek will open each session with a brief prayer/scripture  

service followed by a presentation by Fr Chris Martin. Please, mark these 

dates down and make these Mondays part of your Lenten discipline. 

Monday, March 18 , 7:00 pm St Joseph Church  

Theme:  Communion of Care 

Each evening will last less than an hour. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

POLO is hosting our annual Easter egg hunt after 10:00 mass on Easter Sunday. It will be 

on the church lawn immediately following mass. We hope to see you there! 

  
 



 

 



 

 



 

 


